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'The Damage Sustained to the Ancient
City of Ur

ABDULAMIR HAMDANI

IMPORTANCE AND GLOBAL VALUE

The Sumerian City of Ur is considered by many to hold a central position in the
development of human history, playing a crucial role in consolidating the emergence and
components of civilisation resulting from the interaction between nature and humankind.
Arab historians and geographers also refer to it as Qamrinah (city of the Moon), and Thi-
Qar, a reference to the extensive use of tar in its buildings (Fig 1).

The results of Leonard Woolley’s excavations consolidated Ur’s claim to fame by
demonstrating the grandeur of Sumerian achievements in the field of construction,
examples of which can be seen in the ziggurat and the building of temples and palaces,
as well as the standard attained in sculpture and ceramic manufacture, and also the clay
tablets which show the degree of progress and development of Sumerian thought in
literature, science, astrology and mathematics.

Ur was considered a regional religious centre, where important gods such as Nannar
(god of the moon), Anu (god of the heavens), En-ki (god of earth) and the goddess Nin-
Gal (wife of Nannar) were worshipped. It was in the early period of occupation, ¢ 4000
BC that the early Sumerians established the principles of irrigation, developed agriculture
and made use of metals, particularly copper. Later, in the second, or pre-dynastic or flood
period, that of Jamdat-Nasr ¢ 2900 BC, achievements included the emergence of writing,
and a heightened understanding of architecture. After a period of decline, the final period
of Ur’s history was the dynastic period (2800-2400 BC) which started with the first
Dynasty of Ur which ruled for 177 years, with five kings, the most famous of whom was
Miss-Ani-Padda.

The second Ur Dynasty ruled for 108 years and saw the reign of four kings. Ur
regained its position among the cities of the region with the rise of the third Ur Dynasty
(2113-2006 BC), under the leadership of its founder Ur-Nammu (2113-2096 BC),
who is famous for strengthening Ur as a regional power. Four kings succeeded him; his

son Shulgi (2096-2048 BC), his son Amar-Sin (2047-2039 BC), his brother Shu-Sin






